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Preface
The fifth edition of Cummings Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery is written in response to the vast expansion of medical knowl-
edge and technological advancements impacting our specialty and presents the most up-to-date information, covering new topics 
from surgical robotics and image guidance to evidence-based performance measurements. Nonetheless, we have worked hard to keep 
the fifth edition concise, removing overlapping content to make for easier reading, yet still covering in detail all major developments 
in the field.

Building on the success of the past four editions, the fifth edition also reflects a technology-driven change in curriculum, featur-
ing access to the Expert Consult website, with text and images from the book as well as online video demonstrating the ACGME 
Key Indicator Procedures. The video component provides residents with a new opportunity to better understand the critical elements 
of these core procedures.

As with past editions, the field of otolaryngology–head and neck surgery is represented in all of its diversity. The table of con-
tents has been restructured to reflect the extensive interrelationship of its various components. Every chapter contains Key Points 
at the start and a “most relevant” Suggested Readings list. A full reference list for each chapter is available online to supplement the 
overall content. Combined with the online version, the fifth edition remains the definitive resource for our specialty.

In acknowledgement of all those who have contributed to the specialty, the list of authors includes worldwide representation. 
Adding to excellence at the editorship level, Drs. Valerie Lund and John Niparko have assumed leadership roles, and Dr. Howard 
Francis has assumed an associate editorship position for the online video content. Through the combined effort of all contributors, 
our goal is to further the education of those now associated with otolaryngology–head and neck surgery and provide a foundation 
for continued progress by the generations to follow.
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